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SEX MISCONDUCT, OR THE FORBIDDENS

Participation in what is called "sex play" is so
frequent and so common among children that one
must gather one's resources together, first to look
at the whole matter with calmness and tolerance
and second to seek to meet it constructively. By
sex play we mean any of the numberless activi-
ties in which children manage to involve them-
selves and to bring disgrace upon them because
they touch upon the outskirts of the forbidden.
Such activities range all the way from just plain
teasing and tormenting, to following girls from
school while chanting songs about them, writing
notes to pass about among one's playmates, chalk-
ing crude drawings or vulgar words on sidewalks
and basement walls, to imitation of union. Mo-
tives are elusive, and to try to define them is likely
to expose us to infinite error, especially in the field
of conduct so little tolerated.

As correctives, we are apt to call children "dirty
minded/' send them to the principal, report them
to their parents, require them to erase the writing
or drawing, and shame them. Yet not one of these
measures reaches the heart of the matter. In our
culture with its entire repudiation of the elemen-
tary ways of Nature, I am not sure that the songs